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Our Vision
“We envision a
cleaner, healthier
Lake Simcoe
watershed that
will inspire,
motivate and
enrich us all.”

Our Mission
is to raise money to support a cleaner and healthier Lake
Simcoe watershed through the funding of specific projects
of the Lake Simcoe Region Conservation Authority.
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Lake Simcoe
Watershed
The LAKE SIMCOE WATERSHED is a rich
and diverse landscape. Covering more
than 3,400 square kilometres across 20
municipalities and centered between the
Great Lakes, its rural landscape is interspersed by ever growing cities and towns.
If the 18 major rivers flowing into it are its
veins, Lake Simcoe is its heart and its
precious water is fundamental to not only
our quality of life but also the birds, fish
and animals that call it home.
THE BOUNTY AND BEAUTY of this place
is astounding but within our lifetime its
heartbeat has diminished. We will work
together to protect and restore what
nature needs so that Lake Simcoe and its
watershed will be stronger to the benefit
of our natural environment and the people
that call it home.

Y A watershed is the area of land that collects and drains
rainfall and snow melt through rivers and streams
and into a body of water like Lake Simcoe.
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Another Year of Growth . . .
Message from our President & Executive Director

T

he Lake Simcoe Watershed is a wonderful
place to live, work and play, but its natural
spaces need our continued attention if
they are to be preserved for future generations.
The Lake Simcoe Conservation Foundation
(LSCF) is committed to supporting the environmental work being done by the Lake Simcoe
Region Conservation Authority (LSRCA) in order
to protect all that we hold dear.
At this time, we would both like to thank outgoing Board President, Brad
Rogers, for his dedication and commitment to creating a cleaner and
healthier watershed. Debbi is excited to have now joined LSCF as our
new President. As a lifetime watershed resident, and someone with a
deep appreciation for the environment, she is personally and professionally dedicated to protecting the lake. Debbi works as CAO of King
Cole Ducks, a local family business that integrates sustainable farming
that includes water and waste management, land reforestation,
composting, carbon foot-print reduction and zero product waste.
The last year saw great progress on behalf of our watershed – lakes
and rivers are healthier, natural areas have been cleaned up and
connected, trees have been planted, and wildlife species are thriving.
We couldn’t have provided funding to support vital LSRCA projects
without the support of our amazing donors.

Lake Simcoe and its watershed continue to change dramatically as our
population grows and urban centres expand and put pressure on the
lake, its rivers, and streams. For over six decades, LSRCA has devoted
itself to protecting the ecological treasures present in our community.
Donors allow us to support this incredible work, helping to make a
sustainable and resilient watershed community possible. Thanks to our
supporters, the Foundation is on track to implement 32 action items
identified in our strategic plan over the next four years.
We should all feel a sense of pride at the shared accomplishments
highlighted in the pages of this report. We hope that after receiving
more insights into the work we do, and the people who make progress
happen, you will be personally inspired to give back to nature in ways
that are meaningful to you and your family.

Debbi Conzelmann, President
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Cheryl Taylor, Executive Director

“With help from this community in 2017, we were able to back 18 diverse
environmental initiatives that had a total project value of over 1.5 million dollars.”

Success Worth Celebrating!

In 2017, our Foundation supported more LSRCA projects than it ever has before – a total
of 18 initiatives! This success wouldn’t have been possible without the generosity that
comes in from this community. Together, we have made important environmental work
happen in our watershed. We’ve also raised awareness, planted trees, educated children
and much more. Here are some of the exciting projects we funded to benefit the natural
areas of our community . . .

Hybrid Vehicle for Outreach

Thanks to donor support, a new hybrid vehicle
will allow our outreach team to travel together
to educational programs, instead of going
in their own cars. Having this new vehicle
means that the team’s carbon footprint has
been lowered, with almost 50% less emissions. This is a wonderful way for
Authority staff members to lead by example
and help to create a more environmentally
conscious community.

The new vehicle has been covered with a
custom wrap that says, “Navigating Nature
With You”. This colourful and playful wrap
raises awareness of their work as the Outreach Team travels throughout the watershed
to teach children how to take better care of
our ecosystem. This creative vehicle – the
first of its kind for the Authority – has
received many positive comments from our
own staff, outside partner agencies, students
and community members.

Good Governence

LSCF is accredited by Imagine Canada’s distinguished Standards Program. We are one of only 150 of the 85,000 non-profits
in Canada to achieve accreditation, including only 8 environmental charities. We will be re-applying in 2018 as a way to
re-affirm LSCF as one of the most transparent and responsible charities in our sector.

“Being outside is so good for our daughter and she truly loves it. Music with instruments
was a favourite activity. We also enjoyed crafts and walks with tasks.”
- Mother of young participant

Environmental Education
Last year saw continued education programs
all over our watershed that inspired children
and adults to help to protect nature. For
example, the Outdoor Education program at the
Scanlon Creek Nature Centre offered 18,750
hours of hands-on learning opportunities
to 3,193 children in an effort to create a
more connected and engaged watershed
community. As well, the Outreach Education
program visited almost 5,000 students from

kindergarten, up to university age, to provide
watershed learning opportunities and handson experiences encouraging them to make
positive impacts on their local environments.
The Aquatic Plants Program also educated 385
children by engaging 17 classes to participate
in planting 600 native aquatic plants in
wetland and aquatic spaces around the
watershed. These planting activities allowed
young people to directly
enhance green spaces
and aquatic habitats,
as well as improve
water quality. Teacher
Resource kits focusing
on watershed based
learning resources
and tools, were also
distributed to 148
teachers as a way to
expand opportunities
for their students to
connect with and make
positive impact on their
local environments.

The Therapy in the Woods program offered
outdoor activities for early learners with
sensory or physical challenges. This initiative
operates as a partnership between LSRCA and
Children’s Development Services at the Royal
Victoria Regional Health Centre (RVH). Weekly
sessions at the Scanlon Creek Nature Centre
gave children ages 2-5 and their families,
the chance to participate in environmental
education outside. Fifteen families took part in
the first pilot session of this program in 2017,
with many parents saying afterwards that they
were now more likely to visit green space with
their children.
“Therapy in the Woods was a highlight for this
year in so many ways! [Our staff] spoke of the
passion for the work that was present and the
open collaborative environment that helped to
support new, exciting ideas each week. Overall,
I think we have set the stage for ongoing
collaboration and an amazing service to
families and kids, thanks to the Scanlon team,
you are amazing!” - Rhea Taplin Manager
Child and Youth Ambulatory Care, Children’s
Development Services, RVH

Improved Fish Habitats
In 2017, the Foundation supported ten Fish
Habitat Enhancement projects that worked to
remove fish barriers in the rivers and streams
flowing into Lake Simcoe. These projects took
place in Newmarket, East Holland River in East
Gwillimbury, and Scanlon Creek in Bradford.
Each one addressed the need to decrease
barriers to fish passage by reestablishing
natural watercourses, increasing fish habitats,
creating wetlands for waterfowl and other
birds, as well as educating the public on the

importance of a healthy ecosystem to our
aquatic populations.
After years of scientific monitoring and
analysis by expert LSRCA teams, an inventory
was created of priority fish habitat restoration
opportunities. Eight more Fish Habitat
Enhancement projects are planned by 2019,
which will lead to enhanced fish spawning,
healthier fish populations and waterways, as
well as better fishing.

Expansion of the Nokiida Trail
The Nokiida Trail in the Rogers Reservoir,
East Gwillimbury, has been successfully
expanded and 1.2km of new trail is now
open to the public. The trail provides
visitors with access to East Holland River
valley lands from East Gwillimbury all the
way south to Aurora, including meadows,
forests and a wetland property that is
owned and managed by LSRCA. The trail
is also an important piece of the natural
heritage corridor which is part of a future
lake-to-lake trail network connecting
Lake Ontario to Lake Simcoe.

The newly constructed trail includes rest
areas with benches, waste receptacles,
a Spiral Mound viewing area and a new
parking lot for visitors. A number of
native plants and shrubs have also been
planted along the trail. An enhanced
wetland feature is currently being
constructed that will bring visitors close
to wetland habitat adjacent to the trail,
complete with viewing platforms and
rest areas. That project will include the
planting of additional trees, shrubs and
herbaceous plants.
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Restoration Work
Progress was made on several exciting restoration projects that will improve water quality, reduce sediment and protect fish habitats,
wildlife, and plant species. These projects happened all over our watershed, including in:
BRADFORD
Holland Marsh Tile Outlet and Wash Water
Pilot Project saw work undertaken with this
significant farming region in an effort to
promote Best Management Practices and
teach landowners more about wash water
facilities, tile drainage structures and biofilters
that reduce phosphorus, sediment and
other nutrients or chemicals. Water quality
improvements from this project will lead to a
cleaner lake!
8
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BARRIE
Phase 2 of the Upper Kidds Creek Restoration
Project helped to fight poor water quality and
sedimentation as the result of badly eroding
streambanks in the headwaters of the creek.
Last year saw construction-grade design
drawings developed to protect fish habitats
in 2,140m of creek, as well as 200 trees and
shrubs planted. This project will create cleaner
water and improve fish habitats in Lake
Simcoe!

AURORA
The design phase of the East Holland River
Fish Barrier Removal Project is now complete
and construction will begin. This project will
connect 13km of fish habitats and enable
brook trout to move on to important fish
spawning habitat in the fall, and cold water
refugia in the summer. This project will help
to reduce localized flooding and improve the
area’s resiliency to climate change!

Tree Planting
The Authority worked with four private
landowners in Durham and Kawartha Regions
to increase forest cover on their properties
by planting new seedlings. York Region and
Simcoe County both provide funding directly
to LSRCA to support eligible tree planting
projects that occur within their jurisdictions.
Outside of those municipalities there is less
funding available, which is why additional
support was needed in Durham and Kawartha
Regions.
By helping landowners naturalize their
property through the planting of 13,785 native
trees and shrubs, multiple environmental
benefits were provided including:
• Increased watershed canopy cover
• Fighting the impacts of climate change
• Increasing wildlife habitat
• Controlling erosion and flooding
• Improving air and water quality
• Decreasing home energy costs
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New Electrofishers

Sheppard’s Bush BioBlitz
The 3rd Annual Lake Simcoe Watershed
BioBlitz took place in Sheppard’s Bush on
June 17, 2017. A BioBlitz is a short intense
team effort to discover as many different life
forms as possible in one location. This full
day event saw over 20 expert volunteers and
180 community members come together to
undertake an 18-hour blitz to gather species
information.
This year’s BioBlitz was a great opportunity
for the community, and youth in particular, to
10
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enhance their appreciation of the environment
by learning about the many plants and animals
living around them. Experts examined more
than 400 species during the day, which helped
them to learn if certain living organisms are
increasing or decreasing in the area. Everyone
came away with more insight into local ecosystems and how they can personally have
a positive impact on their environment. Most
importantly, they all had fun!

Electrofishing is a common scientific survey
method used to sample fish populations and
determine abundance, density and species
composition. This practice is currently part
of a biologic monitoring program that the
LSRCA has operated since 2002 to evaluate
aquatic habitats and fish populations. They
are currently the only agency in the watershed
collecting this type of information on a routine
basis, and to do it, they need 3 electrofisher
backpack units that allow staff to catch and
examine the fish.
Two of these units were reaching the end of
their 15-year life cycle in 2017 and two new
electrofishers were purchased to ensure that
this monitoring could continue. Electrofishing
involves staff wearing 40lb packs for the better
part of a day, as well as being in the water and
exposed to the electric field, so having new
electrofishers with state-of-the-art safety
features and improved ergonomics helps this
program operate in the safest way possible.

Thank You

to our Generous Donors
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Eco-Champion

($250 - $999)

• A.M. Candaras Associates Inc.
• John Adams
• Dan Andrews
• Ashley Park Developments (Sharon) Inc.
• Barbara Bamford
• Trish Barnett
• Beard Winter LLP
• Kenneth Beatty
• John Bentley
• Judith Berg
• Steve Bishop
• Bryan Blackert
• Bruce and Nancy Bone
• Frazer Bourchier
• David Brand
• Joe and Laurissa Canavan
• Ian and Margaret Clarke
• Hugh and Carolyn Cleland
• William and June Coward
• Mayor Geoffrey Dawe
• DeWerth Family
• Leonard Doucette
• Michael and Maureen Douglas
• Clifford Dresner
• David and Craig Ellis
• Emery Investments
12
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• Len and Angela Ferragine
• Toshia Fleischaker
• Neil Garbe
• Marvin Geist
• Anonymous
• Anonymous
• Virginia Hackson
• Sharon Herman
• Holland Marsh Wineries
• Innisfil Lions Club Inc.
• Sharon Johnston
• Brian and Susan Kemp
• Arthur Labatt
• Donald Lewis
• Bruce and Carolyn Macgregor
• Scott and Debi MacKay
• Judy Milner
• Walter and Marylou Montanera
• Doug Nadorozny
• Melinda Naphtali-Stott
• Gregory Neill
• Roger Oatley
• Ontario Federation of Anglers & Hunters Inc.
• Geoffrey Peat
• Andee Pelan
• John and Joan Pequegnat

• William Pigott
• Frances Price
• John Charles Longworth Ritchie
• Andrew and Judy Robinson
• Karl and Christel Rueping
• Mary Jane Sarjeant
• Robert Shelton
• John and Barbara Sibbald
• Robert and Mary Susanne Singer
• Joel and Adrienne Slan
• Gary and Janis Soren
• Ralph Southward
• Cheryl and Brad Taylor
• The Lloyd and Gladys Fogler Foundation
• The Town of Whitchurch-Stouffville
• William Thompson
• Nicole Tomingas
• Town of Bradford West Gwillimbury
• Carol Ann Trabert
• United Way Toronto
• Harry and Anne Walker
• Michael Walters
• Alan Wells
• Kelin Zhao

Environmental Leader
($1,000 - $4,999)

• Suzanne Arrell
• BDO Canada LLP
• Earl Bogoch and Esme Carroll
• Zarum and Suzanne Caudry
• Debbi Conzelmann
• Corporation of the Town of Georgina
• John and Catherine Dale
• Joyce and Larry Dare
• Roberta and Jon Fidler
• GEO Morphix Ltd.
• Geranium Corporation
• Judith and Irwin Gould
• Nick and Beryl Hamilton-Piercy
• Hand Family
• Mark and Ricki Harris and Family
• Michael Higgins
• Holland Marsh Drainage Board
• Connie Hunter
• Innisfil Fire Department -Station 2
• King Cole Ducks
• Judy and Bruce Langstaff
• William and Jean Lawrence
• Joannah and Brian Lawson
• Malone Given Parsons Ltd.
• John McCallum

• Beverley and Wayne McLeod
• Nealon Marine Construction
• John and Mitzi Pepall
• Anatoli and Valeria Plotkine
• Pratt Develoment Inc.
• Raines Investments Inc.
• Schollen & Company Inc.
• Shelagh and David Wilson Fund
• Stantec Consulting Ltd.
• Sunderland Lions Club
• James and Carolyn Swan
• TACC Developments (Aurora) Inc.
• Marcella and Joe Tanzola
• TD Commercial Banking
• The Lawrence and Judith Tanenbaum
Family Foundation
• The Regional Municipality of York
• Timothy Thompson
• Quig Tingley and Margot Franssen
• Township of King
• Township of Uxbridge
• TurfCare
• Diana and Bob Tweedy
• Jennifer Wardrop and Bob Casper
• Lee Ann Waterman
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Nature Lovers ($5,000 - $9,999)
Watershed Heroes ($10,000 - $50,000)
Coservation Days Program
Lake Simcoe Marinas Program
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• James Baillie
• Groundswell Urban Planners Inc.
• Lake Simcoe Region Conservation
Authority
• Uplands Foundation

• Debby and David Beatty
• Bill and Karen Barnett
• Department of Fisheries and Oceans
Canada
• Helen McCrea Peacock Foundation
• TD Friends of the Environment Foundation

• Apple Inc.
• Ecosparkle Cleaning Service Inc.
• Royal Bank of Canada
• TS Tech Canada Inc.

• Lefroy Harbour Resorts
• Monto Reno Marina Limited

Tree Memorial Program
Inspiring Greener Communities
(IGC) Program

• Innisfil Funeral Home Limited
• McClelland & Slessor Funeral Homes
• Roadhouse and Rose Funeral Home

• Arglen Developments Limited
• Ballymore Building (Innisfil) Corp.
• Brookfield Homes (Ontario) Limited
• Friday Harbour Resort Holdings Inc.
• Marianneville Developments Limited
• Wycliffe Thornridge Sharon Limited
•Yorkwood Homes (Sharon) Limited

We also recognize the many donors who
have given smaller amounts, as well as
those who wished to remain anonymous.

Every gift makes a difference.
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29th Annual

Conservation
Dinner
Lake Simcoe Steward
• DG Group

Watershed Hero

• Friday Harbour Resort Holdings Inc.
• Geranium Corporation

Nature Lover

• Shining Hill Estates Operator Inc.

Environmental Leaders

• Brookfield Homes (Ontario) Limited
• Criterion Development Corporation
• Mattamy Homes Limited
• Kerbel/Andrin/Lakeview

Eco-Champion

• a.m. candaras associates inc.
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• Beacon Environmental
• Cole Engineering Group Ltd.
• Enbridge Gas Distribution Inc.
• Great Gulf Group of Companies
• Groundwater Environmental Management
Services Inc. (GEMS)
• Magna International
• Minto Communities Inc.
• R.J. Burnside & Associates Limited
• Rice Group
• Royalpark Homes
• Schaeffer & Associates Ltd.
• SCS Consulting Group Ltd.
• Treasure Hill
• Tricap Properties Inc.
• Urbantech Consulting

• West Sharon Holdings Inc.
• WSP / MMM Group

Evening Sponsor

• Aquafor Beech
• Cortel Group
• Emery Investments
• Hill Hunter Losell Law Firm LLP
• KLM Planning Partners Inc.
• M.A.M. Group Inc.
• Pratt Develoment Inc.
• RM Construction
• Samuel Sarick Limited
• SCS Consulting Group Ltd.
• Shoreplan Engineering Ltd.
• Trinison Management Corp.

Board of Directors

2017 – 2018

Brad Rogers, Past President, retired from the LSCF Board
of Directors at the May 23, 2018 Annual General Meeting.
Thank you for your dedicated service to the Lake Simcoe
Conservation Foundation and your commitment to the
health of our beautiful watershed.

Conservation Dinner Volunteer Committee

Thank you to all the hardworking dinner volunteers who helped us raise almost
$200,000 at the sold out Conservation Dinner on June 13, 2017 held at the Carrying
Place Golf and Country Club in King.
• Trish Barnett
• Cheryl Taylor
• Judy Milner
• Lee Hanson
• Katarina Zeppieri
• Katherine Toffan
• Pat Harnett
• Nancie Knight
• Shauna S. Fernandes
• Susan McKinnon

• Lauren Grzywniak
• Christa Sharp
• Elisa Green
• Pat Milner
• Brenda Winter
• Mary Quattromini
• Julie Gerrard
• Mary Anderson
• Anna Copeland
• John Brown and LSRCA crew

President
Debbi Conzelmann
Vice President
Steve Schaefer
Secretary Treasurer
Ron Craig
Debby Beatty
Stéphane Chénier
Ron Craig
John Dale
Geoffrey Dawe
Marvin Geist
Richard Simpson
Lee Ann Waterman
Staff
Cheryl Taylor,
Executive Director
Judy Milner,
Development Officer
Lee Hanson,
Annual Fund Coordinator

Thanks to all Board Directors who also assisted with the Conservation Dinner.
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2017 Financial Overview

Revenue: $653,323 | Expenses: $253,789
Transfers to Authority for priority environmental programs and projects: $460,596

Where did it
come from?

Where did
it go?

Events 32%

Restoration & Protection 61%

Corporate 30%

Education 32%

Individuals 21%

Science & Research 7%

Grants 17%

* Each year the LSCF Board of Directors approves which priority LSRCA programs and
projects to financially support. Of funds disbursed the following is where it went in 2016.

2017 audited financial statements are available on our website at www.lakesimcoefoundation.ca
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“We thank and recognize the significant efforts of our
partners, especially the Lake Simcoe Conservation
Foundation, in contributing to our success.”

LSRCA Chair's Message
In 2017 we boasted a myriad of
achievements, but we can’t claim all
the credit.
2017 was a year of significant
collaboration. We joined forces with
municipalities, the private sector and
non-governmental organizations to
figure out how to reduce the amount of
winter salt entering our waterways and
lake; we worked with both the public

and private sectors on a policy requiring
zero phosphorus discharge from new
development; our staff completed
numerous restoration projects in our
communities; and working with teachers,
we exponentially increased the number of
future environmental leaders.
One of the major stand-out highlights
was our collaborative work with the
Chippewas of Georgina Island First Nation

Geoffrey Dawe
Chair

on the development of a subwatershed
plan for Georgina Island and the
subsequent work they completed to
restore Gerties Creek. We are now truly
beginning to understand and better
recognize the First Nations unwavering
care and respect for this land and water
and with gratitude, we will continue to
pursue a relationship to support mutual
learning and environmental solutions.

“I’m grateful to be chairing this organization and I look forward to 2018 andGratitude
beyond.”
Report
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The Lake Simcoe Conservation Foundation (LSCF) is the leading
charitable organization devoted to improving the environmental
health of Lake Simcoe and its watershed; raising money to
support specific projects of the Lake Simcoe Region Conservation
Authority (LSRCA). LSCF has achieved the distinguished Imagine
Canada accreditation; demonstrating the highest standards for
public confidence in the nonprofit sector.

120 Bayview Parkway Newmarket, Ontario, Canada L3Y 3W3
905-895-1281 | foundation@lsrca.on.ca | www.lakesimcoefoundation.ca
Charitable Registration: 11900 3317 RR0001

